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I   have been an enthusiast of the  
Packard Automobile for most of my 
life. Currently I own three of these 
wonderful cars. In 1982, I attended 
a Packard gathering in western New 
York State. One evening, during the 
cocktail hour, a display of Packard

memorabilia was featured. Among the 
items was a notebook filled with many 
travel postcards. I was puzzled as to 
why these cards were included with 
the Packard material. Then it dawned 
on me — each card contained a good 
image of a Packard car. I liked what I 

saw and thought that this would be 
an enjoyable hobby to have. Easy and 
not expensive.
 
My postcard hobby started slowly. 
I looked for cards in antique shops 
and flea markets. After a year or so I 
had 30 cards. In 1999. I discovered 
eBay, and from then on my collection 
grew rapidly. I have continued search-
ing and my collection now numbers 
roughly 850 Packard cards. 

My friend Joe, another Packard guy, 
sometimes searches for me. One day 
Joe called me with a quality find.  

It was an image of the Trailsyde 
Lodge, an old California mountain inn 
with a Packard woody station wagon 
parked in front. The card was pub-
lished by the Eastman Studio. I told 
Joe that I liked the card but would 
pass on it as it was in black and white. 
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HELP WANTED! 
From time-to-time I get requests from people who are looking for a certain card which I usually forward to a  

dealer or dealers who I think might be able to help them. Recently however, I received two requests  
which have such interesting back stories that I thought it would be fun to publish them in the Newsletter.  

The first is from one of our members in New Hampshire and the other is from a collector in New Jersey. —RK

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Our Fall Show for  
November 6th & 7th  
has been cancelled.  

Our Meetings  
will resume once  

The Watson Hotel reopens.  
We will keep you posted  

by e-mail and online.  
We look forward to  

seeing you once again  
as soon as we are able to  

resume our activites.

Dear Rod:  
I have been searching for this post-
card of the Trailsyde Lodge with a 
Packard Woodie station wagon  
in front for several years. I was  
wondering if maybe one of your  
members might have one for sale.  
I have enclosed a picture and  
this account of my perseverance  
I thought you might enjoy.  
      Thank you, David Wesson
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HELP WANTED!  (con’t)

Soon after this I reconsidered and 
began adding black and white cards 
to my collection. I now find black 
and white cards to be charming  
and very evocative. At this point I 
desperately wanted the Trailsyde 
Lodge card.
 
I resumed looking and in a few 
months the card reappeared. It 
showed an opening bid of $15. I 
planned to come in with a gener-
ous bid just before the end of the 
auction. I had my evening cocktail 
and watched the news and then fell 
asleep. When I awoke the auction 
was over by a few minutes. I had 

T he  Wooby family has been in the hospitality business from 1840 –1952 and  
it all started with a stagecoach stop in Allentown, NJ. They eventually moved  
to Lyndhurst, N.J. where my great grandfather, Peter Wooby, built a restarant  
that served as an Inn as well. Peter had the idea to build an inn because his 
friend built a race track and wanted to give people a place to stay when they 
visited. Peter took advantage of this opportunity and built the Inn on 10 acres 
next to The Lackawanna Train Station in Lyndhurst, N.J. Eventually the restau-
rant became Ma Wooby’s Restaurant and was a popular hangout in Northern  
New Jersey. Frank Sinatra and his group sang there on a regular basis. 

Ma Wooby’s restaurant changed 
names many times over the years from 
The Standard Hotel to the Park Rest 
Inn, Hollywood Bar & Grill and  
Ma Wooby’s House of Fun.

Ma Wooby, Carrie, was a bareback 
rider, knife thrower, sword swallower 
and tattoo lady for Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West Show. It was there where she 
met Robert William Wooby, my grand-
father. He was the band leader for the 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show. At the 
time Robert’s family owned The Park 
Rest Hotel. My grandparents eventu-
ally had four children Leon, Robert, 
George, and Beatrice who all grew up 
in the restaurant business. My grand-
mother was very much like Gypsy 
Rose Lee’s mother. Three of their  
children went to Vaudeville to perform 
and travel throughout the country. As 
my grandmother’s own press would 
say, “…with great success.”

Dear Rod: 
This is the restaurant hotel that my great grandfather built in Lyndhurst, 
New Jersey. I hope you can find a postcard that’s not damaged. Below is 
some info about the restaurant and the Wooby family which I thought  
you might find interesting.  
       

Thank you, Bill Wooby

missed it and my frantic e-mail to 
the vendor did not work! The Trail-
syde Lodge card was gone.This was 
three years ago. Now every morning 
I go on eBay in search of the elu-
sive Trailsyde Lodge card with the 
Packard wagon. I look every day! 
The Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, election day, and even on 
my Mother’s 100th birthday! When I 
finally find it I will have more time on 
my hands. But eventually there will 
be another Packard card. 

Editors Note:  
Since making his request, David has 
found the card but we have decided to 
still run the story.

FALL SHOW CANCELLED
Our Fall Show scheduled for  

November 6th & 7th  
has been canceled  

because The Watson Hotel is still not open  
and many of you are reluctant to attend  

at this time because of the virus.  

We will resume our meetings once the  
The Watson reopens and  

will keep you posted  
as the situation develops.  

— Rod Kennedy
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MICHAEL LANGENSTEIN POSTCARDS
 Below are some postcards that Michael Langenstein 
created recently that he would like to share with you.
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